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Air Protection Branch, Georgia
Environmental Protection Division,
Georgia Department of Natural
Resources, 4244 International Parkway,
Suite 120, Atlanta, Georgia 30354.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michele Notarianni, Air Planning
Branch, Air, Pesticides, and Toxics
Management Division, EPA Region 4, 61
Forsyth Street, SW., Atlanta, Georgia
30303. The telephone number is 404–
562–9031.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: For
additional information, see the direct
final rule which is published in the
Final Rules section of this Federal
Register.

Dated: October 12, 1999.
A. Stanley Meiburg,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region 4.
[FR Doc. 99–29446 Filed 12–1–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[RI–028–01–6974b; A–1–FRL–6483–7]

Approval and Promulgation of Air
Quality Implementation Plans: Rhode
Island; VOC Regulations and RACT
Determinations

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: EPA is proposing to approve
several State Implementation Plan (SIP)
revisions submitted by the State of
Rhode Island. These revisions establish
requirements for certain facilities which
emit volatile organic compounds
(VOCs). In the Final Rules section of
this Federal Register, EPA is approving
the State’s SIP revisions as a direct final
rule without prior proposal because the
Agency anticipates no adverse
comments. A detailed rationale for the
approval is set forth in the direct final
rule. If no adverse comments are
received in response to that direct final
rule, no further activity is contemplated
in relation to this proposed rule. If EPA
receives adverse comments, the direct
final rule will be withdrawn and all
public comments received will be
addressed in a subsequent final rule
based on this proposed rule. EPA will
not institute a second comment period
on this proposal. Any parties interested
in commenting on this proposal should
do so at this time.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before January 3, 2000.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be mailed to
Susan Studlien, Deputy Director, Office
of Ecosystem Protection (mail code
CAA), U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Region I, One Congress Street,
Suite 1100, Boston, MA 02114–2023.
Copies of the State submittal and EPA’s
technical support document are
available for public inspection during
normal business hours, by appointment
at the Office of Ecosystem Protection,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Region I, One Congress Street, 11th
floor, Boston, MA and Division of Air
and Hazardous Materials, Department of
Environmental Management, 291
Promenade Street, Providence, RI
02908–5767.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Anne E. Arnold, (617) 918–1047.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: For
additional information, see the direct
final rule which is located in the Rules
section of this Federal Register.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.
Dated: November 23, 1999.

John P. DeVillars,
Regional Administrator, Region I.
[FR Doc. 99–31289 Filed 12–1–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

47 CFR Part 73

[DA 99–2422; MM Docket No. 99–326; RM–
9755]

Radio Broadcasting Services; Bowling
Green and Bardstown, KY

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: The Commission requests
comments on a petition filed by WRUS,
Inc., proposing the substitution of
Channel 244C3 for Channel 244A at
Bowling Green, Kentucky, and the
modification of Station WBVR–FM’s
license accordingly. To accommodate
the upgrade, petitioner also requests the
substitution of Channel 244A for
Channel 297A at Bardstown, Kentucky,
and the modification of Station
WOKH(FM)’s license accordingly.
Channel 244C3 can be allotted to
Bowling Green in compliance with the
Commission’s minimum distance
separation requirements with a site
restriction of 15.1 kilometers (9.4 miles)
west at petitioner’s requested site. The
coordinates for Channel 244C3 at
Bowling Green are 37–01–33 North
Latitude and 86–37–06 West Longitude.
See Supplementary Information, infra.

DATES: Comments must be filed on or
before December 27, 1999, and reply
comments on or before January 11,
2000.
ADDRESSES: Federal Communications
Commission, Washington, DC 20554. In
addition to filing comments with the
FCC, interested parties should serve the
petitioner, his counsel, or consultant, as
follows: Allan G. Moskowitz, Esq., Kaye,
Scholer, Fierman, Hays & Handler,
L.L.P., 901 15th Street, NW., Suite 1100,
Washington, DC 20005 (Counsel for
Petitioner).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sharon P. McDonald, Mass Media
Bureau, (202) 418–2180.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a
synopsis of the Commission’s Notice of
Proposed Rule Making, MM Docket No.
99–326, adopted October 27, 1999, and
released November 5, 1999. The full text
of this Commission decision is available
for inspection and copying during
normal business hours in the FCC
Reference Information Center (Room
CY–A257), 445 12th Street, SW.,
Washington, DC. The complete text of
this decision may also be purchased
from the Commission’s copy contractor,
International Transcription Service,
Inc., (202) 857–3800, 1231 20th Street,
NW., Washington, DC 20036.

Additionally, Channel 297A can be
allotted to Bardstown with a site
restriction of 11.8 kilometers (7.4 miles)
west at petitioner’s requested site. The
coordinates for Channel 297A at
Bardstown are 37–47–00 and 85–35–28
West Longitude. In accordance with
Section 1.420(g)(3) of the Commission’s
Rules, we will not accept competing
expressions of interest for the use of
Channel 244C3 at Bowling Green,
Kentucky, or require petitioner to
demonstrate the availability of an
equivalent class channel for use by such
parties.

Provisions of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act of 1980 do not apply to
this proceeding.

Members of the public should note
that from the time a Notice of Proposed
Rule Making is issued until the matter
is no longer subject to Commission
consideration or court review, all ex
parte contacts are prohibited in
Commission proceedings, such as this
one, which involve channel allotments.
See 47 CFR 1.1204(b) for rules
governing permissible ex parte contacts.

For information regarding proper
filing procedures for comments, see 47
CFR 1.415 and 1.420.

List of Subjects in 47 CFR Part 73

Radio broadcasting.
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Federal Communications Commission.
John A. Karousos,
Chief, Allocations Branch, Policy and Rules
Division, Mass Media Bureau.
[FR Doc. 99–30170 Filed 12–1–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 226

[Docket No. 991116305–9305–01; I.D. No.
110599D]

RIN 0648–AL82

Designated Critical Habitat: Re-
proposed Critical Habitat for
Johnson’s Seagrass

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Proposed rule; notice of hearing;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS re-proposes to
designate critical habitat for Johnson’s
seagrass (Halophila johnsonii) pursuant
to section 4 of the Endangered Species
Act (ESA). Johnson’s seagrass is found
on the east coast of Florida from
Sebastian Inlet to central Biscayne Bay.
Within this range, 10 areas are proposed
for critical habitat: a portion of the
Indian River Lagoon, north of the
Sebastian Inlet Channel; a portion of the
Indian River Lagoon, south of the
Sebastian Inlet Channel; a portion of the
Indian River Lagoon near the Fort Pierce
Inlet; a portion of the Indian River
Lagoon, north of the St. Lucie Inlet; a
portion of Hobe Sound; a site on the
south side of Jupiter Inlet; a site in
central Lake Worth Lagoon; a site in
Lake Worth Lagoon, Boynton Beach; a
site in Lake Wyman, Boca Raton; and a
portion of the Biscayne Bay Aquatic
Preserve.

The designation of critical habitat
provides explicit notice to Federal
agencies and the public that these areas
and features are vital to the conservation
of the species.
DATES: Comments on this proposed rule
must be received by January 3, 2000. A
public hearing on this proposed action
is scheduled for Thursday, December
16, 1999, from 7:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
ADDRESSES: Written comments on this
proposed designation of critical habitat
should be addressed to Mr. Charles
Oravetz, Assistant Regional
Administrator, Protected Resources
Division, NMFS, Southeast Regional

Office, 9721 Executive Center Drive
North, St. Petersburg, Florida 33702–
2432. Comments may be sent via
facsimile (fax) to 727–570–5517.
Comments will not be accepted if
submitted via e-mail or Internet. A
public hearing on this proposal will be
held at the South Florida Water
Management District auditorium, 3301
Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach,
Florida, 33416–4680 (see DATES).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Layne Bolen, Southeast Region,
Protected Resources Division, NMFS,
727–570–5312, layne.bolen@noaa.gov or
Marta Nammack, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, 301–713–1401,
marta.nammack@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

NMFS published a proposed rule to
list Johnson’s seagrass as a threatened
species on September 15, 1993 (58 FR
48326) and a proposed rule to designate
critical habitat on August 4, 1994 (59 FR
39716). A public hearing on both the
proposed listing and critical habitat
designation was held in Vero Beach,
Florida, on September 20, 1994. As a
result of public input during the
comment period, NMFS postponed
further action on listing. NMFS
reopened the comment period for the
proposed listing on April 20, 1998 (63
FR 19468). In order to update the
original status report (Kenworthy, 1993)
and to include information from new
field and laboratory research on species
distribution, ecology, genetics and
phylogeny, NMFS convened a workshop
on the biology, distribution, and
abundance of H. johnsonii. The results
of this workshop were summarized in
the proceedings (Kenworthy, 1997)
submitted to NMFS on October 15,
1997. The final rule to list Johnson’s
seagrass as a threatened species was
published by NMFS on September 14,
1998 (63 FR 49035).

On February 23, 1999, NMFS
established and convened a recovery
team to prepare a recovery plan and
develop recommendations for critical
habitat for Johnson’s seagrass. Based on
these recommendations and the best
available scientific data on the
distribution, ecology and genetics of this
species, NMFS has developed a new
proposal to designate critical habitat for
Johnson’s seagrass. A draft recovery
plan for Johnson’s seagrass is
anticipated by January 2000.

The proposed designation identifies
those physical and biological features of
the habitat that are essential to the
conservation of the species and that may
require special management

consideration or protection. The
economic and other impacts resulting
from designating critical habitat, over
and above those that result from listing
the species, are expected to be minimal.

NMFS has completed a conference
opinion with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (COE) on maintenance
dredging which will be used to fulfill
the ESA section 7 consultation
requirement. NMFS expects that normal
maintenance dredging activities and
routine operations on ports will not be
negatively impacted by this proposed
critical habitat designation.

Critical Habitat
Section 4(a)(3)(A) of the ESA requires

that, to the maximum extent prudent
and determinable, NMFS designate
critical habitat concurrently with a
determination that a species is
endangered or threatened. NMFS has
determined that sufficient information
exists to propose designating critical
habitat for Johnson’s seagrass currently
listed as threatened under the ESA.
NMFS will consider all available
information and data in finalizing this
proposal.

The use of the term ‘‘essential
habitat’’ within this document refers to
critical habitat as defined by the ESA
and should not be confused with the
requirement to describe and identify
Essential Fish Habitat pursuant to the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act, 16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Definition of Critical Habitat
Critical habitat is defined in section

3(5)(A) of the ESA as ‘‘(i) the specific
areas within the geographical area
occupied by the species * * * on which
are found those physical or biological
features (I) essential to the conservation
of the species and (II) which may
require special management
considerations or protection; and (ii)
specific areas outside the geographical
area occupied by the species * * *
upon a determination by the Secretary
of Commerce (Secretary) that such areas
are essential for the conservation of the
species.’’ The term ‘‘conservation’’, as
defined in section 3(3) of the ESA,
means ‘‘* * * to use and the use of all
methods and procedures which are
necessary to bring any endangered
species or threatened species to the
point at which the measures provided
pursuant to this Act are no longer
necessary.’’

In designating critical habitat, NMFS
must consider the requirements of the
species, including: (1) space for
individual and population growth, and
for normal behavior; (2) food, water, air,
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